LESSER-JOINTED RUSH, Jmcus bulbosus L.

389. Lesser-jointed Rush, Juncus bu/bosus L. (X i); peren-
nial herb with tufted stems about 6 in. high and the root-stock
sometimes tuberous; leaves shorter than the flowering stems,
needle-like, sheathing at the base and with a large membranous
3gule-like appendage at the top of the sheath; flowers (B, X 3)
in a few small sessile or shortly stalked clusters (A, X 0) the

lowermost with a leaf-like bract at the base, the others with much
smaller membranous bracts about half the length of the perianth;
perianth of 6 free lanceolate segments tinged with brown or
reddish; stamens 6, opposite the segments; ovary (C, X 3)
3-sided, winged; capsule (D, X 2Q as long as the perianth,
opening into 3 valves, each with 2 rows of seeds up the middle
(family Juncaceae).
A cx>mmon dwarf species in bogs, and especially in acid soils.
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